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DECEMBER IS A LEADING MONTH FOR U.S. HOME FIRES 

From Security System News 
 
SSN Staff 
Updated 2:47 AM CST, Fri December 5, 2025 

QUINCY, Mass. — Be extra vigilant this holiday season,  
December is a leading month for U.S. home fires according to 
the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). 

“Many of the activities we engage in during the holiday season 
reflect leading causes of home fires, which explains why we 
consistently see the number of home fires climb at this time of 
year,” said Lorraine Carli, vice president of Outreach and  
Advocacy at NFPA. 

While cooking significantly contributes to the increased risk of 
home fires during the holiday season, other contributing factors 
include Christmas trees in the home, the use of holiday  
decorations, particularly those involving candles or electrical 
lighting, and the use of heating equipment. 

NFPA’s latest statistics (annual averages between 2020 and 
2024) underscore the factors that collectively contribute to the 
December spike in home fires: 

• Cooking is a leading cause of reported U.S. home fires, 
home fire injuries, and deaths. An estimated 48 percent of 
home structure fires, 35 percent of home fire injuries, and 
16 percent of home fire deaths involved kitchen and  
cooking equipment. 

• Heating equipment is another leading cause of U.S. home 
fires with nearly half (46 percent) of all home heating fires 
occurring from December through February. 

• Holiday Decorations caused fire depts to respond to an 
estimated 835 home structure fires, resulting in three  
civilian fire deaths, 29 civilian fire injuries and $18 million  
in direct property damage. 

• Christmas tree, fires don’t happen very often, but when 
they do, they tend to be more serious. U.S. fire  
departments responded to an average of 143 home fires 
that started with Christmas trees, resulting in an estimated 
seven civilian deaths, 13 civilian injuries, and $15 million in 
property damage. 
 

“Understanding where potential threats exist and taking the 
steps needed to prevent them can go a long way toward ensur-
ing a festive, fire-safe holiday season,” said Carli. 

NFPA offers a wealth of information and resources to help min-
imize the likelihood of cooking, heating, candle, Christmas tree, 
and decoration fires. Learn more at nfpa.org/
winterholidaysafety. 

https://www.nfpa.org/education-and-research/home-fire-safety/winter-holidays
https://www.nfpa.org/education-and-research/home-fire-safety/winter-holidays


 

 



 
 

 

Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Lewistown, and Lehigh Valley.   

 
 

skits, arts and crafts, and much more.  
 

conditioned cabins. Yes, the fun here 

 

 

Where Young Burn Survivors Build Community and Confidence  

 



 

 



 

 

 

On-site   volunteer   opportunities   for   in-person   camp   include 

 
 

•  Have experience working  

• 

• 

• 

•  Attend all days of camp  

• 

•  Burn survivors ages 18-20  

 

is completely free of  

charge to our campers 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

2025-26 Schedule of Events  
 

Please Support Those Who Support PaFED  

THANKS to this Month’s  

“New Era” Advertisers 

A-Gas    800-372-1301 

Brooks Equipment Co  800-826-3473 

Dolan’s Fire Protection Supply 800-931-1161 

Excab Inc   800-525-0763 

Renew Your  

Membership for 2026! 

Keep an eye out for your Membership  

Renewal Invoice.  Invoices include a link to 

make your dues payment.  You may also 

mail a check or call the office to make your 

payment.. 

Dues are $250 - 

What does your membership support? 

• Legislative Advocacy & Updates 

• Networking Opportunities 

• News via The New Era Newsletter 

• Public Relations Activities 

 

 



 

 



 

 Portable Fire Extinguishers Training (Virtual Instructor Led) 

Dates:  

01.07.26 at 8am EST 

This Fire Extinguishers Course is designed to provide attendees an overview 

of how Fire Extinguishers became important, product information, infor-

mation on standards, codes and the enforcement of them, selection and in-

stallation, calculating extinguisher coverage, recharging and hydrostatic 

testing.  

Hands On Training is also available at various locations throughout the year.   

Visit fedlearningcenter.com for more information and to register. 

Description 

Segment 1: Learn the basic principles of Fire Extinguishers, the fundamentals of fire, fire extinguisher basics, using fire extin-

guishers, standards, codes, enforcement, product testing, ratings, labeling, and the general effectiveness of fire extinguishers.  

 

ICC # 24691, CEUs: 0.15, Contact hours: 1.5 

Segment 2: A general overview regarding the installation, inspection, and maintenance requirements of Portable Fire  

Extinguishers.  

ICC # 24924, CEUs: 0.2, Contact hours: 2 

Segment 3: A deeper dive into understanding Fire Extinguishers including how to determine the number of extinguishers  

installed based on occupancy hazard by explaining the proper selection and calculation process.  

 

ICC # 24925, CEUs: 0.2, Contact hours: 2 

After successful completion of all segments and materials, you will receive a Certificate of Completion for this course.   

Some of the course content that will be covered during the course is below: 

· Types & History of Fire Extinguishers 
· Basics of Using a Fire Extinguisher & Effectiveness 
· Standards, Codes and Enforcement 
· AHJs and their role 
· Product Testing, Ratings & Labeling 
· Components of Portable Fire Extinguisher 
· Installation of Extinguishers 
· Inspection and Maintenance Requirements 
· Maintenance Checklist 
· Instructor Demonstration: Inspection of Out-of-Service Extinguisher 
· Review of Obsolete Fire Extinguishers 
· Non-Compliant Examples 
· 6-Year Maintenance 
· Recharging 
· Hydrostatic Pressure Testing 
· DOT and Non-DOT Cylinders 
· Condemning Fire Extinguishers 
· Types of Occupancy Hazards 
· Selection of Fire Extinguishers 
· Calculating Fire Extinguisher Coverage 
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