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Hello PAFED members.  Hopefully 2025  

is starting off to a good start for you. 

Seems like everyone I talked to; they are busy and that is a good thing. 

I have been extremely busy the last couple of months with Work and 

home issues. I look forward to when things are over and my outside life 

settles down, and I can spend more time with PAFED.  

We have our annual conference on September 16 and 17th at Valley 

Forge Casino Hotel. 

The 16th will be our Golf outing. Raising money and awareness for the 

Burn Foundation’s  

Camp Susquehanna. This is an organization we have been supporting 

for 3 years and raising over $5,000 to help support kids to go to Camp. I 

am Proud of PAFED for supporting this cause, and its members also 

helping and volunteering on their own. Let us make this year’s golf 

outing and conference even bigger for the camp. Plus, it is a day when 

the attendees get to relax and be with other members and sponsors. 

While it is mostly for fun,  

They do have a competitive edge for most of them. This year again we 

will have trophies/Prizes for the Golfers. More on that soon. Wednes-

day night will be our welcome party. Two hours of networking with 

members and all our great vendors. Drinks and snacks will be provided 

during the party. Then a lot of people hit the center bar in the casino 

afterwards. There is plenty to do outside the casino in the Valley Forge/ 

King Of Prussia area. 

The second day will be our conference. We have some great speakers 

already lined up. PAFED will be adding the remaining speakers in the 

next few weeks. So more to that to come soon. We will have lunch with 

the vendors during our vendor exhibition time. 
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It is an exciting time to talk with all the vendors, see what is new or com-

ing out or just about what you are seeing in the field. In the evening, we 

will have an after party with dinner, awards, and the fundraiser raffle for 

Camp Susquehanna. Just to tell you how great our members and vendors 

are, at last year’s conference, Ken Goss from Kint and Harry Casper from 

Badger Fire donated their prizes back to Camp Susquehanna! We are also 

looking at entertainment for after dinner. So, stay tuned for details com-

ing out shortly. 

In news from PAFED, the Philadelphia NICET requirement has been 

worked out. With the help of PAFED members and Dave Pelton from 

NAFED, Philadelphia has revealed that it has the wrong certification  

requirement for Pre-engineered systems. They are going to leave NICET 

in but add NAFED certification with 3 years’ experience to the require-

ment. That is a win and Thank You to all involved. Plus, Philadelphia had 

put out they were going to enforce back in June 2024, they did not and 

produced a workable certification for the companies in PA and NJ doing 

work there.  

I got a chance to work with Jeff and Eric Graham from Graham’s Fyr-Fyter 

in Lancaster.  Their Dad started the business in 1971. Encore Fire  

Protection had Graham’s join the growing list of partners. I was tasked to 

help them with closing their shop and building. So, with the last six weeks 

collaborating with them, you will not find a couple of nicer guys. Things 

seemed to grow so fast with them over the last couple of years, they 

could not keep up. The same issues with a lot of our members, especially 

trying to find good employees.  

Just bringing this up, because I had told them if they had gotten involved 

with PAFED in the past, they would have learned about how to deal with 

some of the issues. Our members and vendors are full of vast knowledge 

and ideas.  

On February 6th, 2025, we lost Mike Laderoute. While the newer people 

in the industry might not known Mike, the people with years did. Mike 

was the Father of Jeff Laderoute who served on PAFED as a board mem-

ber and President for years. I always remember Mike from Globe  

Technologies. Mike had 5 decades serving the fire Industry, including 

serving on the ICC, NFPA and NAFED committees. In 2006 mike received 

NAFED’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Mike was at all the industry shows and supported PAFED for many years. 

PAFED would like to extent our condolences to Mikes family. While Mike 

may be gone, his touch on our industry will go on for years to come.  

If you have a PAFED or Industry issue, please feel free to contact me. 

Ron Ford 

PAFED President 

rford@kobfire.com

PaFED New Era  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

 



 

 



 
 

 

Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Lewistown, and Lehigh Valley.   

 
 

skits, arts and crafts, and much more.  
 

conditioned cabins. Yes, the fun here 

 

 

Where Young Burn Survivors Build Community and Confidence  

 



 

 



 

 

 

On-site   volunteer   opportunities   for   in-person   camp   include 

 
 

•  Have experience working  

• 

• 

• 

•  Attend all days of camp  

• 

•  Burn survivors ages 18-20  

 

is completely free of  

charge to our campers 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

2025 Schedule of Events  
 

PAFED Board of Directors Meetings:  

NFSA Regional Seminar:  

Please Support Those Who Support PaFED  

THANKS to this Month’s  

“New Era” Advertisers 

A-Gas    800-372-1301 

Brooks Equipment Co  800-826-3473 

Dolan’s Fire Protection Supply 800-931-1161 

Excab Inc   800-525-0763 



 

 



 

 Portable Fire Extinguishers Training (Virtual Instructor Led) 

Dates:  

02.24.25 at 8am EST, 02.26.25 at 8am EST, 04.04.25 at 8 am EST, 

05.21.25 at 8 am EST 

This Fire Extinguishers Course is designed to provide attendees an overview 

of how Fire Extinguishers became important, product information, infor-

mation on standards, codes and the enforcement of them, selection and in-

stallation, calculating extinguisher coverage, recharging and hydrostatic 

testing.  

Hands On Training is also available at various locations throughout the year.  

Visit fedlearningcenter.com for more information and to register. 

Description 

Segment 1: Learn the basic principles of Fire Extinguishers, the fundamentals of fire, fire extinguisher basics, using fire extin-

guishers, standards, codes, enforcement, product testing, ratings, labeling, and the general effectiveness of fire extinguishers.  

 

ICC # 24691, CEUs: 0.15, Contact hours: 1.5 

Segment 2: A general overview regarding the installation, inspection, and maintenance requirements of Portable Fire  

Extinguishers.  

ICC # 24924, CEUs: 0.2, Contact hours: 2 

Segment 3: A deeper dive into understanding Fire Extinguishers including how to determine the number of extinguishers  

installed based on occupancy hazard by explaining the proper selection and calculation process.  

 

ICC # 24925, CEUs: 0.2, Contact hours: 2 

After successful completion of all segments and materials, you will receive a Certificate of Completion for this course.   

Some of the course content that will be covered during the course is below: 

· Types & History of Fire Extinguishers 
· Basics of Using a Fire Extinguisher & Effectiveness 
· Standards, Codes and Enforcement 
· AHJs and their role 
· Product Testing, Ratings & Labeling 
· Components of Portable Fire Extinguisher 
· Installation of Extinguishers 
· Inspection and Maintenance Requirements 
· Maintenance Checklist 
· Instructor Demonstration: Inspection of Out-of-Service Extinguisher 
· Review of Obsolete Fire Extinguishers 
· Non-Compliant Examples 
· 6-Year Maintenance 
· Recharging 
· Hydrostatic Pressure Testing 
· DOT and Non-DOT Cylinders 
· Condemning Fire Extinguishers 
· Types of Occupancy Hazards 
· Selection of Fire Extinguishers 
· Calculating Fire Extinguisher Coverage 



 

 

PAFED is Seeking New Board Members - 

companies providing fire protection services in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. We work with & share 

 

Achievements, Certifications, etc. 
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